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1. Overall Description:
SA5 have specified measurements for DRB retainability (S5-193267) and a related KPI (S5-193268). The definitions are very similar to LTE definitions in 32.425 and 32.450 and includes the ability to judge which of the abnormal releases occurred while there was data transmission ongoing DL or UL: “For DRBs with bursty flow, a DRB is said to be active if any data (UL or DL) has been transferred during the last 100 ms“. 

The DRB retainability measurement further request to measure the accumulated session time at release; aggregated for all DRBs in a cell and separated per mapped 5QI and per S-NSSAI. “DRBs with bursty flow is said to be in session if any data (UL or DL) has been transferred during the last 100 ms for that DRB”.

The number of abnormal releases will be measured in GNBCUCP (i.e. gNB) per NRCellCU (i.e. cell). However, the knowledge on data activity at the time of release must come from GNBCUUP. In a multi connectivity case one GNBDU (i.e. gNB-DU) will not be aware of the data activity for the complete DRB.

The information on accumulated session time at release, per DRB, must also come from GNBCUUP for the same reason.
Therefore, in a 3-split scenario some additional information may need to be exchanged between gNB-CU-CP, gNB-CU-UP and/or gNB-DU to be able to produce these measurements.

SA5 asks RAN3 to ensure that these measurements are possible also for a 3-split scenario. 

Further SA5 has agreed to similar measurements for QoS Flow retainability (see clause 5.1,1.13 in TS 28.552 V16.1.0). So SA5 further asks RAN3 to consider if it is possible to report the data activity at release and the accumulated session time also per QoS flow. Or if, as a consequence, 3-split node should only be required to monitor retainability per DRB.

2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
SA5 asks RAN3 to ensure that DRB retainability measurements are possible also for a 3-split scenario.
SA5 asks RAN3 to consider if it is possible to report the data activity at release and the accumulated session time per QoS flow. Or if, as a consequence, 3-split node should only be required to monitor retainability per DRB.
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